PREFACE TO
THE SIXTH EDITION

The sixth edition of Learning Evidence updates the text to include all rule changes
through December 1, 2024, as well as recent developments in the case law. As
always, the sixth edition preserves the chapter numbering, structure, and most
examples from the first edition. If you used the fifth edition of Learning Evidence,
this edition should feel quite familiar.

The book comes with digital study aids, accessible at eproducts.westacademic.com,
which include hundreds of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions;
thirteen videos that review difficult subjects; and seven interactive simulations in
which students take the role of a trial attorney or judge during a trial and then
make or rule on objections in real time.

This book is unusual because students contributed so substantially to its prepara-
tion. For each successive edition, dedicated research assistants researched points of
law, found examples, checked cites, proofread pages, and suggested formats. We
offer special thanks to the outstanding work of our research team over these years.
For the first edition: Abigail Andre, Courtney Cook, Daniel Corcoran, Katherine
Everett, Christina Y. Han, Douglas Hattaway, James Marra, Rex Miller, Megan
Shepston Overly, Corrina Roy, Carla Scherr, Jillian Slinger, Ravi Suri, and Stephen
M. Wolfson. For the second edition: Eric M. Bell, Timothy Brownrigg, Andrew
DeFranco, Stephanie Fitos, Joe Griesmer, Douglas Hattaway, Chris Immormino,
Caitlyn Nestleroth, and Joseph Saks. For the third edition: Joseph Case, Zach
Horton, Scott McCormick, and Matthew Navarre. For the fourth edition: Kelsey
Kornblut, Melissa Lenz, Mallory Murphy, and Chad Smith. For the fifth edition:
Sadie Boyer, Julie Howard, Ashton Marr, Brittany Munn, John Ryan, and Austin
Strohacker. And for this edition: Nicole Beckman and Jessica Frank.

Our Evidence colleagues have suggested ideas that we incorporated in this edi-
tion or in the teaching materials associated with the book. We especially thank
Michael Avery, Beth Brennan, Michal Buchhandler-Raphael, Leah Christensen,
Andi Curcio, Michelle Madden Dempsey, Deborah M. Hussey Freeland, Judge
Abraham J. Gafni, Mark Godsey, Jesse A. Goldner, Eileen Kaufman, Kenneth
S. Klein, Jonathan (Jay) Koehler, Michael Mannheimer, Sandra Mayson, Alan
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Michaels, John Mitchell, Brian Potts, Mae Quinn, Brad Saxton, Eileen Scallen,
Martin A. Schwartz, Deirdre M. Smith, and Mark A. Summers for their helpful
insights and thoughtful corrections.

We could not have completed any of the editions of this book without the dedicated,
cheerful, and careful work of several office associates and other staff members at
the College of Law. We thank Loraine Brannon, Susan Edwards, Allyson A. Hen-
nelly, Dawn Parker, and Gabrielle Stephens for their superb support.

We are grateful, finally, for our supportive, engaging, and inspirational family
members. They are true members of the Learning Evidence team, as well as partners
in all of life’s other adventures.

Deborah Jones Merritt
Ric Simmons

Columbus, Ohio
July 11, 2025



